
Keep water flowing
in Texas

Support HB 1796
with the Isaac amendments

and HB 2739
by Martinez Fischer

It’s time to modernize our laws to facilitate critical 
public investment in long-term water supplies 

HB 1796 and HB 2739
encourage water investment 
for a growing, thirsty Texas 
• HB 1796 and HB 2739 make 
long-term financing of public-sec-
tor water infrastructure projects 
-- such as pipeines -- more feasible 
by locking-in groundwater district 
permitting rules for time-periods 
closer to the life of bond issues or 
long-term loans. 
• Allowed groundwater districts to 
over-ride agreements and change 
permit terms -- if they can show 
good cause. 
• Removed fears of arbitrary 
rule-changes where some districts 
require new permitting hearings as 
often as every 5 years (far too short 
for reasonable capital markets). 
• Required districts to renew sim-
ple, on-going permits if no sub-
stantial changes are requested. 

But the version of HB 1796 
passed by committee is 
flawed 
• Language added allows rural 
groundwater districts to change 
rules in the middle of the game 
-- potentially altering permit 
amounts. 
• This “re-trade the deal” provision 
is bad for private water investors 
but potentially disasterous for 
cities, water cooperatives, utility 
districts and others that must make 
major financial and public-welfare 
water supply decisions affecting 
$100s of millions in ratepayer 
funds and thousands of Texans. 
• No one objects to permit changes 
-- if there are demonstrable public 
safety or natural resource issues, 
but political pressure on small 
boards can make for arbitrary 
changes (or at least make financial 
markets fear just that). 

Help secure Texas’ future,  
fix HB 1796 -- then pass it 
and turn on the tap
• Rep, Jason Isaac, the original 
sponsor, will offer floor amend-
ments to fix HB 1796. 
• Isaac amendments will benefit 
public projects across the state. 
• Isaac Amendments + HB 1796 = 
good water law, conservative bud-
get/financial policy, fair markets, 
good for Texans. 


